
 1 

DRAFT-Not yet approved by Committee 
 
 

Riverside Unified School District 
Communications and Public Relations 

 
Communications Board Subcommittee Meeting 

Wednesday, August 31, 2011 
3:00 PM 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Mrs. Allavie called the meeting to order at 3:03 PM 
PRESENT:  Mrs. Kathy Allavie (Chair), Mrs. Gayle Cloud, Dr. Rick Miller, Mr. John 
Schreck, Mr. Tim Walker, Mrs. Erin Vanderwood and Mrs. Jacquie Paul 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from the 7-18-11 Communications Board 
Subcommittee Meeting 
 

The committee unanimously approved the minutes of the 7-18-11 Communications 
Board Subcommittee. 

 
INFORMATION 
 

1. Discussion of possible revisions to the current Anti-Bullying Policy 
 

The committee discussed possible revisions to the current Anti-Bullying Policy with 
regard to Cyberbullying. 

 
• Mrs. Erin Vanderwood, Pupil Services/SELPA Coordinator, gave the 

committee detailed information on the Cyberbullying issue, which she had 
learned at the Second Annual Safe Schools Conference, sponsored by the Los 
Angeles County Office of Education. 

• Mrs. Vanderwood stated that speakers at conference related that numerous 
issues had come up with regard to this issue throughout the state. She also 
stated that experts emphasized that it is important to differentiate between 
bullying and teasing. 

• Mr. Tim Walker, Pupil Services/SELPA Executive Director, stated that he 
had consulted with legal counsel on this issue and that most issues that come 
up are covered by the current Anti-Bullying Policy or the California 
Education Code. 

• Mr. Walker further noted that the alleged bullying would have to carry over 
into the school day and cause significant disruption to instruction in order for 
the school to be in charge of handling it. This would be the same as other 
types of bullying, he stated. 
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• In response to a question from Mrs. Cloud regarding bullying that is 
perpetrated using district-issued technological devices, Mr. Walker stated 
that would be covered by the Acceptable Use policy as it would be a 
violation of appropriate use of the device. 

• Dr. Miller agreed that any alleged bullying has to be proven to have impacted 
the educational process and noted that any use of a computer that takes place 
at home is the students’ responsibility. per an agreement that students sign 
when they receive the devices. 

• The committee concluded that the current District Anti-Bullying policy 
covers all necessary areas, but agreed that more information should be given 
to principals. 

• Mrs. Vanderwood stated that she would order free books that deal with safe 
technology use for students and would share these with principals. In 
addition, the committee agreed that principal training on these issues would 
be important. 

 
 

2. RUSD Logos on District Marquees  
  
The committee discussed and reviewed use of RUSD logos on marquees as well 
as other items. 

 
• Mr. Schreck showed examples of the RUSD Corporate Identity Package, 

including diplomas, letterhead, and other items. This would cover signage 
as well.  He also stated that information on proper use of district logos was 
available on the Website. 

• Mr. Schreck stated that these items were passed out to managers at the 
recent Leadership Symposium, so the process for branding the district on 
signage, printed materials, Websites, etc. is now clear to the District’s 
leadership team. 

• In response to a question from Mrs. Allavie on how the branding is being 
received, staff responded that everyone seems to be very happy with it and 
has been incorporating these standards at their campuses. 

 
 

3. Annual  Report Final Review 
 

• The committee reviewed the completed RUSD Annual Report, which was 
set to be sent to homes at the beginning of September. 

• The group also discussed other marketing materials, including the RUSD   
elevator brochure and cards, which were distributed to local Realtors. 

• Mrs. Allavie and Mrs. Cloud both stated they were very impressed and 
excited with these new materials. 
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4. Naming/Sponsorship Policy 
 

• Mrs. Allavie stated that Rules and Regulations should be drafted to accompany 
the newly-revised Naming Policy in order to clarify how the process would work 
to allow a facility to be named for an individual or organization. 

• Mrs. Allavie further stated that having a building or facility named in someone’s 
honor is “a very big honor” and that it should be given very careful consideration 
before such recognition takes place. She also felt it would be important to have 
unanimous support from the Board for such recognitions. 

• Mrs. Allavie and Dr. Miller stated that they are working on draft Rules and 
Regulations to address these issues. 

 
 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
 
 

1. Unscheduled Communications: 
 

• Mrs. Cloud stated that she would like the district to try new ways to communicate 
information about the Budget to the community, as many people still do not 
understand it. 

• The committee also stated that at a future meeting, they would like to discuss 
ways to improve customer service at schools and other district sites. 

 
        

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 PM 


